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We help English language learners become thriving members of our community by offering one-on-one
Board of : English language tutoring and building bridges that foster cross-cultural respect, understanding, and friendship.
Directors

President

Chris Crain Letter from the PiELL President

Treasurer Dear Friends,

Jim Peters It’s hard to look at the news these days without feeling overwhelmed. It can be
difficult to think about making a difference in a world where there is so much un-
certainty and suffering. In the 18th century, French philosopher Voltaire suggest-
ed that, when faced with such a world, we should “tend to our own garden,” a
Anna Villegas metaphor for focusing on our own community and neighbors. While individual
efforts may appear narrow, the collective effect can be massive.

Secretary

At PiELL, each tutor works one-on-one with an adult who wants to learn English.
With this personal approach, positive connections are made and real friendships
Tosca Bini are built. As students progress, they build confidence and are more able to partic-
ipate in community life. Tutors benefit as well, embracing new challenges and
expanding their world view.

Directors

Chris Crain

Judi Kreinick

Bev Stout
On page 2 of this newsletter, two PIiELL students share their experience of learning English. Their success stories

Diane Wells are a heartening example of the difference that one person can make.

A contemporary version of Voltaire’s advice is to “act locally.” By supporting PiELL or becoming a volunteer tu-
Program tor, you have the opportunity to ease one person’s transition as they adapt to a new country and learn a new
Coordinator language. With your help, our garden will surely flourish.

Anne Stuart Finally, a special thank you to our generous donors. You are making a real difference!

Al = O,
Chris Crain, President of PiELL
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Remembering PiELL Tutor Sherry Davey Office:

. . X 103 Providence Mine Rd.
It was with great sadness that we learned of the recent passing of PiELL Suite #1048
tutor Sherry Davey. Sherry had been an active and dedicated part of Nevada City, CA 95959

PiELL, serving on the Board of Directors as well as tutoring several stu-
dents over the years. As a former teacher and nurse, Sherry brought a
wealth of knowledge and compassion to every endeavor. She will be
greatly missed by all of us in the PiELL family, and our condolences go out

Phone: (530) 265-2116
Email: admin@piell.org
Website: www.piell.org
Mailing Address:

to her family. 2036 Nevada City Hwy #387
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Office Hours:

New Maidinq Addregg! Mon. 1:00-4:00 pm

Thurs. 1:30-4:00 pm

Although the PiELL office and library remain in Tax ID #68-0160848
United the same location, we have a new mailing address: PIELL is a '501((:)(3) non-profit
Way K7 2036 Nevada City Highway #387 organization.
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Our Generous Donors ~ April 1, 2023 — March 31, 2024

Friends 51 to 549
Holiday Market

Partners $50 to $99 (cont. )
Diane Robertson

William Ososki

Bronze $100 to 5199 (cont.)

Silver $200 to 5499 (cont.)
Raise Right

Bonnie Smart

Anna Villegas

Gold $500 to $999

Susan Reynolds SPD Market Karen Pfanenstiel

Cynthia Stout Gonzalez Daniel Rodriguez and
Partners $50 to $99 Mike and Kris Vassar Deborah Alcott-Rodriguez
Armazon Smile Katherine Tuttle
Meg Christianson Bronze $100 to $199 Jesus Villarreal

Sheryl 5. Davey

Rosalee Doherty

Fran Francis

MNancy Guanther

MNancy Guerra-Wilbourne
Helen and Larry Hillberg
L.M. Keating

Mary Alice Kiser

Tasca Bini

Bruce Bolinger

Robert and Shari Coats
Anita and Paul DuPratt
Ellen Gallagher

Chrristie Gillison

Gold Country Lions Club
Justin Gross

Louise and David Beesley

Silver $200 to 5499

Terry Armor
Yvonne Bartlett

Chris Crain
eScrip Rebates
Emily Gallagher

Raymond A. Bryars

Judi Krainick
Peace Lutheran Church Mission
Becca Schultz

Platinum $1000 to $5000
William DeCamp

Chelsea Nienaber
Providence Park

Brad and Margie Miller
Marilyn Maociun

Sarah S. Jordan

Antonio Hernandez
Morthridge Restaurant

Donations In-Kind
David Arstein

Drs. Christine and William

Roger and Jean Poff
Newsom

Patricia Purcell

We are grateful to our donors! We do our best to acknowledge every gift. However, if your
name is missing from this list — or if there is an error in the listing — please let us know.

PiELL Students: In Their Own Words

Student Maria Campos works each week
with PIiELL tutor Mary Menconi. Recently,
Maria reached an exciting milestone —
she became a U.S. citizen!

Marie writes:

I am Maria. My story is about my experi-
ence getting citizenship. For me it was
easy because | came legally to the United
States. But | still had to study the history
of the United States. | had two inter-
views with the Department of Immigra-
tion where they asked me some ques-

tions. | felt very nervous but it was
worth it. There were many people at the
ceremony from many different coun-
tries. | felt very happy when | received
my certificate.

Although student Antonio Hernandez has
been in the U.S. for many years, he came
to PIELL in 2022 with the goal of improv-
ing his pronunciation and refining his
writing skills. He works with tutor Ellen
Sommers each week.

Antonio writes:

| came to the United States for work. |
was lucky to meet an employer who en-
couraged me to learn English. He said
many non-English speakers don’t learn
English because they think they are not
staying, but he really gave me some
good tips.

He suggested | listen to the news in Eng-
lish and try to think in English. And speak
English whenever you can. The English
pronunciations on the news helped with
my own pronunciation. Ask questions
about words and phrases you don’t
know, don’t be shy. Even if you pro-
nounce things wrong, keep trying.

There are also many resources through
the Consulate General of Mexico in Sac-
ramento. They are helpful for all Hispan-
ic people.

| found out about PiELL from a coworker.
My tutor has given me the opportunity
to talk about topics | am interested

in. She has helped me improve my vo-
cabulary as we have developed a close
friendship.

Interested in working with an English
language learner? Consider becoming a
PiELL tutor! Visit www.piell.org and
click on the “Volunteer” tab to learn
more.



