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English Language Learning 

 

Dear PiELL friends, 

I'm a relative newbie to the PiELL board, though I have tutored for several 

years and have served on the board for the past year. During that time I've 

been blown away by the rich collection of experiences brought into our PiELL 

community, the robustness of the organization and the positive outcomes for 

our students. 

 

Special thanks to Bev Stout and Judi Kreinick, outgoing co-presidents (again), 

whose combined 40 years of PiELL volunteerism has contributed so much and 

who will continue on the board. Thanks, also, to the many other tutors, 

volunteers, donors, and friends who enable our small organization to have a 

large impact. The ultimate measure, of course, lies in the powerful success 

stories of our students, which extend to their families and our community. Our 

students inspire us, and PiELL can feel proud of the role we play! 

 

My working career was in business, primarily general management but with years in planning. I am pleased, therefore, that 

PiELL completed a strategic plan a couple of years ago, formalizing the following five goals: 

* Enhance the tutor experience to increase effectiveness, loyalty and retention 

* Enhance student life skills, community integration and English learning opportunities 
* Diversify fundraising 

* Increase PiELL's profile and outreach in the community 

* Develop and implement succession, sustainability, and back-up plans 

 

I like those goals and propose to begin my board presidency by asking you readers how you feel that PiELL is doing against 

those objectives and how we can continue to improve. I'll be reaching out to some of you to explore those questions. No 

need to wait, though. I hope to hear from many of you. I can be contacted at cgcrain@gmail.com.    

           — Chris Crain 
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DONATE 

Chris Crain 

P IELL’ S  BOARD  2019  

Board Members 

From left to right: Christie Gillison, Anna Villegas, Bev Stout, Chris Crain, 

Sherry Davey, George Perez and Justin Gross. Not pictured are Judi Kreinick 

and Annie Haymaker. 

Opportunities to help 

 PiELL would like you to consider joining its 
board of directors. If you are interested in 
seeing English as a Second Language (ESL) 
tutoring thrive in this area, please think 
about joining the board and helping PiELL 
continue to grow. Board meetings are held 
quarterly and previous board experience is 
not required. With limited staff hours, PiELL 
is run by volunteers, and we are really trying 
to bring new resources to the board. In addi-
tion, we have openings in grant writing and 
in leading our fundraising efforts. Experience 

is not required. Our main fundraiser is a mu-
sical benefit, and existing committee mem-
bers have experience with that. We also 
arrange restaurant fundraisers. If interested, 
please contact us at admin@piell.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/partnersinenglishlanguagelearning/
mailto:cgcrain@gmail.com
http://www.piell.org/donate.php
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinenglishlanguagelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinenglishlanguagelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinenglishlanguagelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinenglishlanguagelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinenglishlanguagelearning/
http://www.piell.org/donate.php
mailto:admin@piell.org
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Our Generous Donors ~ April 1, 2018 — March 31, 2019 
Friends $1 to $49 

Anonymous 

Alan Archer 

Gail Atlas 

Donna Cobb 

Acacia Daniels 

Barbara Duval 

Susan Ellenbogan, United 

   Way designation 

Cynthia Gonzalez 

Allyson Goose 

Hindi Greenberg 

Madelyn Helling 

J.M. Keating 

Mary Alice & James Kiser 

Mimi Lofgren 

Network for Good 

    (Anonymous) 

Susan Reynolds 
Diane & Lowell 
     Robertson 

Kristin Steindorff 

Virginia Van Wagner 

Joanne Weatherly 

Patricia Werner 

Nancy & Lee Wilbourne 

Helen Williamson 

Partners $50 to $99 

Louise & David Beesley 

Meg Christianson 

Shari Coats 

Rosalee Doherty 

Frank & Fran Francis 

Janice Gallagher 

Alan Greenbaum 

Joanna Greenbaum 

Ellen Hagan 

Larry Hillberg 

Margaret & Brad Miller 

Bill Ososki 

Jerry & Emi Sakai 

Jay Schuff 

Norema Strongin 

Alan Weisberg 

Bronze $100 to $199 

Amazon Smile Foundation 

Anonymous 

Bruce & Charlotte Bolinger 

Ray Bryars 

Marlee Chamberlin 

Susan & Anthony Clarabut 

Chris Crain 

Rosalee Doherty 

Barbara Fain 

Nancy & Ross Guenther 

Sarah Jordan 

Christine Newsom 

Nonprofits Insurance 

     Alliance of California  

Jean & Roger Poff 

Dan Rodriguez & Deborah 

     Alcott-Rodriguez 

Kathy & Mick Tuttle 

Jesus Villarreal 

Silver $200 to $499 

Yvonne Bartlett 

Sherry Davey 

Jay Egan 

Christie Gillison 

Justin Gross 

Judi Kreinick 

Rotary Club of Grass Valley 

Anna Villegas 

Karen Wcislo - Fidelity 

    Charitable  

Gold $500 to $999 

BriarPatch 

Chevron Matching Funds - 

    Chamberlin 

EScrip 

Judith & Bill DeCamp 

Emily Gallagher 

GLSC-ShopWithScrip 

Miller-Coors Save Mart 

    Grant 

Becca Schultz 

Beverly Stout 

Christian Yavar & Paula 

    Madariaga 
Platinum $1,000 

and Over 

Dollar General Literacy 

    Foundation 

Holiday Market 

United Way of Nevada 

    County 

BriarPatch 
awards $500  

to  P ie l l  

This March we received 

$500 from BriarPatch for 

a grant submitted last 

year by Susan Ellenbogen.  

We are grateful to 

BriarPatch for the funding 

and to Susan for her 

submission.  We thank 

you BriarPatch! 

Save Mart Changes eScrip Program 

Many of you have designated a local organization as 
the beneficiary of Save Mart contributions based on 
your shopping. Save Mart has recently discontinued its 
eScrip Community Card program.  If you shop at Save 
Mart, there is still a means to get a portion of your 
shopping purchases donated to PiELL.  
 
Save Mart, along with many other retailers, participates 

in the Great Lakes Scrip Center program, through 

which plastic gift cards can be purchased. PiELL re-

ceives 2% of those purchases, and several PiELL mem-

bers currently use that program. We hope that PiELL 

members who previously participated in Save Mart's 

eScrip Community Card will migrate to the gift card 

program, and that other PiELL friends will also help 

support us by purchasing and using Save Mart gift cards. 

PiELL typically places physical gift card orders around 

the first of the month; if you would like to purchase 

Save Mart or other gift cards for which PiELL earns a 

percentage, please reach out to Bev Stout 

at  blstout@pacbell.net or Chris Crain at  

cgcrain@gmail.com for details. 

Thank you to Judi and Bev 

Judi Kreinick and Bev Stout will be 

retiring as Co-Presidents of PiELL this 

year after many years of service, and 

they have served as President or Co-

President for over half of those years.  

Though they are leaving the presiden-
cy, they will remain on the Board 

where they will continue to provide 

invaluable leadership. Much of what 

they do is behind the scenes, but the 

results of their efforts are evident in 

the vitality of the organization.  

Their love for and commitment to 

PiELL have been unflagging. We honor 

them for building a strong, thriving 

organization.  
Thank you Judi and Bev! 

Meet Chris Crain,  
PiELL’s New President 

Former Co-Presidents 

Judi Kreinick and Bev Stout 

Chris grew up in a small Vermont town, frequenting the 

local library, and through reading, expanded his view of the 

outside world. He attended Swarthmore College, majoring 

in economics, and completed his MBA at Stanford.  

After working for several Bay Area firms, Chris moved to 

Grass Valley, where he was reminded of Vermont’s hills, 
rich history and small-town atmosphere. He enjoys working 

with small organizations and helping them meet their chal-

lenges.  

Chris has been a tutor for several years and is one of our 

newest board members. He has graciously agreed to be-

come PiELL’s new president. We are grateful to Chris and 

warmly welcome him to his new position. 

mailto:blstout@pacbell.net
mailto:cgcrain@gmail.com
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Sherry Davey, Stephanny’s tutor, and Chris Crain, Pablo’s tutor, are 
proud to introduce their students, a married couple, and their 
accomplishments.  
 
Stephanny’s Story (written by Stephanny) 

We were a newlywed couple with many dreams and aspirations in our 
native country, Colombia. We were both industrial engineers trying to 
create a decent life and make a beautiful family. Colombia is a beautiful 
country with amazing places and very loving people, but sadly, with a 
lot of corruption and a bad economy. 
 
We got married on May 5, 2018, and decided to come to California for 

our honeymoon. We visited a friend in Nevada City and fell in love with 

this place. It was beautiful to see the land full of pine trees and 

mountains. We had to return to our country and two months later 

were taking another plane to come back, but this time it would be to 

stay. When we arrived, beautiful news came into our lives that we were 

going to be three. Yess! We were going to be parents, and another 

challenge began in our lives. Now we have new jobs, a small baby, and a 

language to improve if we want to grow in this beautiful land full of 

opportunities. We wish to improve our English because we want to get 

better jobs to improve the quality of life for our daughter and be able 

to integrate more into the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One magic day we went to a Mexican restaurant in Nevada City and 

were talking with a server about our plans in this country. She gave us 

the phone number of PiELL and said that PiELL is very good. We were 

very excited and called the same day. That day started the adventure 

with the English language. Right now the most helpful thing in learning 

English has been the beautiful, special people we have met: tutors and 

co-workers.                                                   — Stephanny 

Pablo and Stephanny with their new baby Avril. 

Pablo’s Story (Tutor’s Comments) 

Pablo came to the U.S. less than a  year ago with no knowledge of Eng-

lish, whereas Stephanny had four years of English while in college in 

Colombia.  In establishing a life here with his wife and newborn daugh-

ter, he’s now highly motivated to learn English.  

In the piece above, Stephanny has talked in general about their coming 

here to Nevada County. Following is Pablo’s  brief addition to Stephan-

ny’s comments, thoughts about building a life here and the importance 

of  learning English. Pablo’s comments are unedited, but they show 

great progress in less than a year’s time and a strong motivation to 

improve his English and better fit into this new country.           — Chris 

Pablo’s Story (in Pablo’s words and spelling) 

Stephanny roat about come here. Is new wordl for us, new oppor-

tunitys and for me all new. I never study english in my live! and never 

wanted to. 

 

In the begining all time i needed stay with my wife for translesion and 

everything. She study english for many year before in my contry, but 

now she is pregnant! and she can not stay with me all the time. 

I needed work for my new family and now i needed study English for 

live in this contry. It is scaring, exiting, strange and amazing new uni-

verse for me! this begins my crazy history here. I love it!        — Pablo 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Fami l y Af fa i r  ~ Stephanny and Pablo  

  Nancy Guenther interviews a potential student. 

 

For Those Interested in  
Being a Tutor 

PiELL’s next new tutor training  

class will be June 15th and 22nd.  

When a potential student calls the PiELL office, his or her name and phone number go 

out to the Intake Evaluation Program chair. There are three evaluators currently in the 

program. Once the contact information is received, one of the evaluators will contact 

the student and schedule an initial interview. 

 

During the interview, the interviewer obtains the student’s background information 

with emphasis on prior education and English instruction, the specific goals and reasons 

for learning English, and the days and times that the student is available for instruction. 

The evaluator takes the time to answer any questions the new student may have about 

our program and to emphasize personal responsibility for arriving on time to lessons 

and making sure there is someone to care for any small children during the lesson. This 

information is vital in assisting PiELL in making a good student-tutor match. Then an 

English assessment is administered. The results of this assessment help the interviewer 

determine the current English level of the student. Once this determination is made, 

the information is compiled and sent on to the PiELL office to be used in matching 

students with tutors. 

How Students Become a Part of PiELL 



Partners in English Language Learning 

578 Sutton Way PMB 198 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

PiELL Office 
 
 

Office: 103 Providence Mine Rd., #104B, Nevada City 

Phone/Fax: (530) 265-2116 ~ Email: admin@piell.org 
Website: www.piell.org 

 

Mailing Address: 578 Sutton Way, PMB 198, Grass Valley, CA 95945 
 

Office Hours: Mon. 1:00-4:00 pm; Wed. 1:30-4:30 pm; Fri. 9:00 am-noon 
 

Tax ID #68-0160848             PiELL is a 501(c)3 organization 

Donations from Amazon 

If you order from Amazon, you can earn money for PiELL if you 

order instead from AmazonSmile, the charitable arm of Amazon. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com.  Every online 

purchase made after registering Partners in English Language 

Learning (PiELL) as your contribution recipient will provide 

PiELL with .5% of the purchase price.  

To reach AmazonSmile, go to smile.amazon.com from the web 

browser on your computer or mobile device. On your first visit, 

you need to select the charitable organization to receive 

donations before you begin shopping. You can use the same 

account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, 

wish list, registries, and other account settings are also the same.  

 

Thank you to the following 

businesses where PiELL 

students and tutors meet in a 

comfortable and welcoming 

environment! 

BriarPatch Co-op  

Bubba’s Bagels 

Caroline's Coffee 

Daily Donut 

Flour Garden Bakery locations 

London’s Best Fish & Chips 

Nevada County Libraries 

P.A.R.T.N.E.R.S. Family Resource  

Peace Lutheran Church 

Safeway, Brunswick Basin 

Sierra Mountain Coffee Roasters 

Starbucks Coffee  

Summer Thyme’s Bakery & Deli 
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Asia               The Americas 

Cambodia  Argentina 

China  Brazil  

Hong Kong Chile 

Indonesia  Colombia 

Iran  Costa Rica 

Japan  El Salvador 

Laos  Guatemala 

Nepal   Mexico  

Thailand  Nicaragua 

Vietnam  Peru 

Europe  USA 

Italy    

Student Demographics 
  Spring 2019  Northridge Fundraiser Coming Up 

For our local PiELL supporters, please save the date: We are 

having another fun fundraising event on Monday, September 9th, 

at Northridge Restaurant in Nevada City.  From 5:00 –9:00 we 

will get 10% of EVERYTHING: food, beer, wine and take-out!! 

Lots of tutors and students have enjoyed this evening of good 

food and delightful conversation  (all in English) in past years, 

and we hope you will make time to join us this year. 

mailto:admin@piell.org
http://www.piell.org/index.php
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
smile.amazon.com/ch/68-0160848

